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Grants  Awarded  by  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  for  the  September  1/86  Funding  Deadline 


Financial  Assistance 

At  their  recent  meeting  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation  granted  financial 
assistance  to  a  variety  of  heritage 
preservation  projects: 

REQUESTED: 

30  applications  totalling  $738,137.96 
GRANTED: 

18  applications  totalling  $206,825.00 
ARCHITECTURE 

Strome  &  District  Historical  Society  — 
$1,500  for  repairs  to  the  Strome 
Memorial  Hall  which  is  being 
developed  as  a  museum. 

St.  Aidan's  Church,  Pekisko  —  $3,000 
for  reshingling  roof  of  1925  country 
church. 

Bums  Building  Development  Ltd., 
Calgary  —  $30,000  for  restoration  of 
the  exterior  canopy  of  the  Bums 
Building. 

Edson  Cultural  Heritage  Organization 
—  $40,000  towards  restoration  of  the 
Red  Brick  School,  Edson. 

St.  John's  the  Evangelist  Church, 
Calgary  —  $1,500  for  an  engineering 
study  of  the  church  roof  stmcture. 

Rowley  United  Church  -  $10,000 
towards  repairs  to  church.  Conditional 
grant. 

Ukrainian  Greek  Catholic  Church  of 
the  Holy  Cross,  Hay  Lakes  —  $10,000 
towards  repairs  for  1921  country 
church.  Conditional  grant. 

PUBLIC  AWARENESS  - 
RESEARCH 

Catherine  Cooper  Cole,  Edmonton  — 


$900  to  conduct  research  on  garment 
manufacturing  in  Alberta  in  the  early 
20th  century. 

Barbara  Evans,  Edmonton  —  $5,000 
to  assist  in  producing  a  film  based  on 
the  life  of  a  Southern  Alberta  farm 
woman.  Conditional  grant. 

Peoples  of  Southern  Alberta  Oral 
History  Project  —  $40,000  over  2  years 
to  conduct  interviews  of  long  time 
Southern  Alberta  residents  ftx)m  among 
70  ethnic  groups.  Conditional  grant. 

Eugene  Gryba,  Calgary  —  $14,000  to 
conduct  archaeological  documentation 
of  the  fluted  arrow  point  tradition  in 
Alberta. 

Raymond  J.  Djuff,  Red  Deer  —  $925 
for  research  towards  a  book  on  the 
history  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel, 
Waterton  Lakes. 

PUBLIC  AWARENESS  - 
OTHERS 

The  Heritage  Canada  Foundation,  Ot- 
tawa —  $15,000  to  the  national  heritage 
organization  towards  assembling  data 
on  the  economic  future  of  Canada's 
heritage  building  stock. 

Historic  Resources  Management  Intern 
Program,  University  of  Calgary  — 
$20,000  to  assist  in  carrying  out  this 
program  which  is  unique  to  North 
America. 

Provincial  French  Association  — 
$3,500  for  production  of  a  booklet  on 
the  occasion  of  the  60th  anniversary  of 
the  Association. 

Canadian  Architectural  Archives, 
University  of  Calgary  Libraries  —  up 
to  $3,000  to  assist  in  setting  up  a  data 

Continued  on  page  12 
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The  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  was  established  in  1976 
to  provide  the  means  to  assist  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Province's 
historic  buildings,  sites  and  objects 
and  to  encourage  and  promote  public 
awareness  of  Alberta's  past. 

Members  of  the  Board 

Chairman 

Grant  Weber  Calgary 
Directors 

Shiriey  Ayer  Edmonton 

Jack  Barrie  Medicine  Hat 

Hugh  Craig  Fort  Macleod 

John  Dahl  Whitecourt 

Betty  Gaudin  Beaveriodge 

Don  Gibson  Alliance 

Walter  Jamieson  Calgary 

Henry  Rutkowski  Edmonton 

Executive  Staff 

Guan  L.  Law,  Director  of 
Administration  and  Finance 
Esther  Brown,  Director  of 
Programs 

Editor/Publisher 

Margaret  Archibald,  APR,  of  Public 
Relations  Plus  (Calgary)  Ltd.,  is 
editing  The  Cornerstone  on  a  con- 
sulting basis. 

The  Foundation 

The  Foundation  is  a  Provincial 
Crown  Agency,  able  to  involve 
Albertans  directly  with  its  program- 
mes and  projects.  Donations  and  be- 
quests of  funds  or  property  receive 
the  tax  benefit  of  a  donation  to  the 
Crown. 

Membership  is  only  $5.00  a  year.  It 
entitles  a  supporter  to  receive  the 
Foundation's  quarteriy  magazine 
which  includes  notices  of  Foundation 
activities  and  forthcoming  exhibi- 
tions at  the  Foundation's  office  and 
gallery  and  heritage  activities 
throughout  the  Province. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  contact  the 
Foundation's  office  with  their  en- 
quiries, news  and  information  of  sub- 
jects and  events  which  they  want  to 
share  through  the  pages  of  the 
magazine. 

Please  direct  all  enquiries  to: 
Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E.,  Calgary, 
Alberta  T2G  0K6 
Telephone  (403)  297-7320 

Cornerstone:  A  stone  forming  a  part 
of  a  comer  or  angle  in  a  wall; 
specifically  such  a  stone  laid  at  a 
formal  ceremony  or;  the  most  basic 
element;  the  foundation  of. 
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COVER  PHOTO:.  .  .Labor  Day,  1912:  Calganans 
stroll  along  Centre  St.  past  the  festively  adorned 
branch  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Canada,  one  of 
CIBC's  two  founding  banks.  Situated  at  the  north- 
east comer  of  8th  Ave.  and  Cente  St. ,  the  branch 
was  Imperial 's  third  in  Calgary  since  it  opened  the 
city 's  first  bank  October  6,  1886.  Still  standing, 
the  building  has  been  designated  a  provincial 
historic  resource  and  now  houses  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation. 


In  this  issue: 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce 

Marks  100  Years  of  Service  in  Alberta  .  Page  4 

1987  Heritage  Awards  -  Foundation 

Searches  for  Preservationists  Page  6 

Sodbusters  Archives  Museum  Page  6 

Marc  Denhez  Visits  Calgary  Page  7 

A  Tough  Act  to  Follow  Page  8 

Edmonton  Downtown  Development 

Corporation  Page  10 

SPARE  Board  Members  Page  10 

Report  of  the  Head-Smashed-In 

Buffalo  Jump  Friends  Society  Page  11 

Regional  Reports  Page  12 

Books  Page  13 

Calendar  of  Events   Page  15 


LUI  IhRIES 


The  Cornerstone,  Page  3 


Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce 
Marks  100  Years  of  Service  in  Alberta 


This  year  the  Canadian  Imperial  Bank 
of  Commerce  celebrates  one  hundred 
years  of  business  operations  in  Alber- 
ta. It  is  the  result  of  a  merger  in  1961 
of  two  long-established  Canadian  bank- 
ing institutions  —  the  Imperial  Bank  of 
Canada  and  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce. 

Imperial  opened  its  first  Alberta 
branch  in  Calgary  in  1886.  That  branch 


.  .  .  A  customer  contemplates  entering 
the  bank.  As  farmers,  cattlemen  and 
city-folk  rushed  in  to  settle  Alberta  in 
the  early  years  of  this  century,  buildings 
very  like  this  one  were  produced  ready- 
made  for  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Com- 
merce by  BC  Mills.  Built  in  Vancouver 
and  shipped  to  Alberta  by  box-car, 
these  wooden  pre-fabricated  banks  were 
one,  one  and  a  half  or  two  and  a  half 
storeys  high.  Few  still  exist. 
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was  its  first  anywhere  outside  of  its 
home  base  in  Ontario.  Imperial  came 
West  because  an  Albertan,  Colonel 
James  Walker  —  backed  by  Calgary's 
leading  citizens  —  journeyed  East  and 
sold  it  on  the  mutual  benefit  in 
establishing  a  bank  in  the  territory. 

The  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 
opened  its  first  Alberta  branches  in  the 
territory  in  Medicine  Hat  and  Calgary 
in  1902.  Many  more  soon  followed. 

Alberta  was  growing  rapidly.  The 
West  was  booming  with  new  settlers, 
new  farms  and  natural  resources.  In 
1905,  Alberta  became  a  province.  And 
with  the  end  of  the  great  immigration 
boom  just  before  the  First  Worid  War, 
the  bank  and  the  province  entered  the 
modem  era. 

Looking  back  on  the  bank's  history 
and  its  eariy  relationship  with  Alberta, 
perhaps  the  best  illustration  of  the 
positive  benefit  of  Colonel  Walker's  trip 
East  is  the  impact  the  Canadian  Bank 
of  Commerce  had  on  the  Peace  River 
country. 

Early  in  1913,  the  bank  set  up  the  first 
branch  of  any  bank  in  that  region.  At 
that  time,  settlers  were  pouring  in  to 
take  advantage  of  the  rich  farm  land 
along  the  Peace  River. 

As  the  original  branch  manager  later 
reported,  ''where  previously  trade  had 
been  restricted  by  barter,  the  bank's  in- 
fusion of  credit  and  cash  spurred  growth 
and  development". 

"In  seven  short,  feverish  years",  he 
said,  "a  largely  uninhabited  and 
neglected  wildemess  was  transformed 
into  a  busy  and  well-organized  com- 
munity —  a  transition  which  had  taken 
generations  to  accomplish  in  the  settle- 
ment of  Eastern  Canada" 


.  .  .  Closing  the  books  for  the  day  sometime  in  1907.  Pictured  are  the  staff  of 
the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 's  Calgary  branch.  One  ofCIBC's  two  founding 
banks,  the  Commerce  opened  for  business  in  Calgary  in  1902  and  the  Palladian 
proportions  of  this  building's  interior  attest  to  the  bank's  confidence  in  the  city's 
and  Alberta 's  future. 
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1987  Heritage  Awards-  Foundation 
Searches  for  Preservationists 


Nominations  for  the  1987  Heritage 
Awards  are  now  being  accepted  by  tlie 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Founda- 
tion. The  Foundation  offers  eight  dif- 
ferent award  categories  to  recognize 
Albertans'  efforts  to  preserve  our 
province's  past. 

The  following  categories  honour 
significant  contributions  over  a  wide 
range  of  heritage  preservation  activities. 

The  ARCHITECTURAL  HERI- 
TAGE AWARD  category  has  one  com- 
mercial and  one  residential  award  to 
recognize  outstanding  efforts  in  preser- 
ving a  building  or  group  of  buildings. 

The  HERITAGE  SITES  AND 
ARTIFACTS  AWARD  category  has 
two  awards  available  for  individuals  or 
groups  who  have  worked  to  save  Alber- 
ta's visible  heritage  through  preserva- 
tion of  its  sites  and  artifacts. 

The  HERITAGE  SERVICE 
AWVRD  category  has  a  total  of  three 
awards  available.  One  professional  and 
one  volunteer  can  receive  an  award  for 
exemplary   service   in  encouraging 


province-wide  heritage  preservation 
through  public  awareness.  A  third 
award  is  available  to  a  candidate  who 
has  shown  deep  community  involve- 
ment in  preserving  local  history. 

The  prestigious  AWARD  OF 
HONOR  offers  one  award  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  highest  possible  contribution 
to  historical  preservation  from  a  person 
who  has  shown  on-going  dedication  to 
the  preservation  of  Alberta's  past. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  by 
writing  or  phoning  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation. 
Callers  out  of  Calgary  may  use  the  toll- 
free  provincial  govemment  RITE  line. 
To  obtain  the  RITE  number  for  your 
area,  consult  your  local  phone 
directory. 

Nominations  must  be  received  by 
January  31,  1987. 

Presentations  will  be  made  at  the  joint 
Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation  and 
the  Historical  Society  of  Alberta  on 
April  11,  1987  in  Dmmheller. 


Sodbusters  Archives  Museum 


The  Sodbusters  Archives  Museum 
stands  as  a  tribute  to  the  pioneers  of  the 
Strome  district  who  came  from  all 
comers  of  the  world  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  the  community.  The  museum 
building  was  slated  for  demolition  but 
negotiations  with  town  council  resulted 
in  their  getting  a  99  year  lease  on  it. 
The  County  of  Flagstaff  highlighted  its 
value  by  giving  it  a  municipal  heritage 
designation. 

The  historic  building  was  built  in 


1935  to  replace  one  that  bumed  in  1934. 
The  current  building  was  built  around 
the  chimney  of  the  original  one  with  the 
voluntary  labor  of  local  citizens. 

When  completed  it  will  tell  the  story 
of  the  founding,  settlement  and 
development  of  the  Village  of  Strome 
and  District  from  1900  -  1950.  It  will 
do  that  by  collecting,  preserving,  ex- 
hibiting and  interpreting  historical 
artifacts. 
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Marc  Denhez  Visits  Calgary 


The  Calgary  Heritage  Advisory 
Board  brouglit  Marc  Denhez,  noted 
heritage  preservation  lawyer  to  Alber- 
ta in  September.  He  is  also  the 
spokesman  for  the  national  campaign, 
the  Buildings  Revival  Coalition. 

While  here  he  met  with  key  people, 
and  addressed  groups  in  both  Calgary 
and  Edmonton.  Several  thought- 
provoking  points  were  raised  by  Mr. 
Denhez: 

•  The  renovation  industry  in  the 
U.S.A.  is  now  $230  billion,  a  big- 
ger industry  than  new  construction. 
The  Canadian  situation  is  only  ap- 
proximately $17  billion,  mostly  cen- 


SPARE  Board  member  Duncan  Fraser, 
who  was  acting  Heritage  Officer  for  the 
City  of  Edmonton's  Planning  Depart- 
ment, has  been  appointed  to  the  posi- 
tion after  an  open  competition.  Edmon- 


tred  in  Toronto.  With  tax  measures 
implemented,  the  Canadian  situation 
could  be  expected  to  rise  to  approx- 
imately $25  Billion. 

•  Canadian  tax  legislation  still  puts  im- 
pediments in  the  way  of  those  who 
would  preserve  the  national  heritage. 

•  The  Canadian  "stock"  of  pre- 1941 
buildings  presently  has  a  $115  billion 
replacement  cost.  Canada  has  no 
policy  with  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  this  national  inventory /asset. 

•  The  U.S.  Economic  Recovery  Tax 
Act  of  198 1  provided  for  incentives 
for  the  rehabilitation  of  buildings  as 
little  as  30  years  old,  increasing  for 
designated  historic  structures.  This 
was  done  for  solid  economic  reasons, 
not  for  "bleeding  heart"  reasons.  It 
has  reversed  deterioration  of  inner 
cities,  created  jobs,  and  increased 
tourism  revenue. 

•  At  present,  the  investor  who  puts 
funds  into  the  manufacture  of 
"widgets"  gains  notably  over  the  in- 
vestor who  puts  the  same  funds  into 
the  restoration  of  a  Canadian  heritage 
building. 


ton 's  Heritage  Conservation  Program 
involves,  among  other  things,  the  crea- 
tion and  maintenance  of  a  Register  of 
Heritage  Buildings  of  Edmonton,  offer- 
ing advice  on  heritage  related  matters 
to  groups  and  individuals  concerned 
with  Edmonton 's  past  and  the  develop- 
ment of  incentives  for  the  preservation 
of  historic  buildings. 

The  Heritage  Officer  is  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  maintaining  this 
program.  Mr.  Fraser  is  known  as  a 
longstanding  active  and  effective  ad- 
vocate of  historic  preservation  in  the 
City.  We  congratulate  him  on  his 
appointment. 
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A  Tough  Act  to  Follow 


ii  If  I 


I! 


"A  good  example  of  what  can  be 
done  with  a  heritage  building"  is  the 
way  an  Alberta  Culture  historic  sites 
designation  officer  describes  a  61 -year- 
old  school  now  used  as  the  stony  Plain 
(Alberta)  Multicultural  Centre.  It  is  the 
town's  leading  tourist  attraction. 

In  1985,  65,000  individuals  trooped 
through  the  Centre  and  spent  $65,000 
on  local  art  and  handicrafts  at  its  gift 
shop.  As  well,  130,000  home-made 
ethnic  meals  cooked  in  the  basement 
kitchen  netted  an  additional  $30,000  for 
the  300-member  Stony  Plain  Heritage 
Agricultural  Society,  which  has 
operated  the  Centre  since  1975. 

The  Society  has  spent  $135,000  to 
update  the  school's  electrical, 
mechanical  and  ventilation  systems,  and 
rebuild  the  original  interior  as  a  setting 
for  displays  of  pioneer  life,  local  handi- 
crafts, art  exhibitions,  and  demonstra- 
tions for  children. 

Located  30  miles  from  Edmonton, 
the  Centre  draws  an  average  of  two 
classes  of  school-children  daily  from  a 


wide  area  of  central  Alberta.  It  teaches 
courses,  caters  to  private  ftinctions,  and 
offers  special  dinners  complete  with 
entertainment.  It  contains  a  gift  shop, 
an  art  gallery,  a  homesteader's  kitchen, 
and  a  re-creation  of  a  settler's  cabin. 

The  school  was  designated  a  provin- 
cial historic  site  in  1983  because  of  its 
local  history  and  its  unusual  architec- 
ture (a  mediaeval  Scottish  design  reviv- 
ed by  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Movement 
of  late  19th-century  England). 

Any  heritage  project  that  can  provide 
38  full-  and  part-time  jobs  and  draw 
65,000  visitors  to  a  town  of  5,000  sets 
the  kind  of  example  most  heritage 
groups  would  love  to  emulate.  For  fur- 
ther information  on  how  the  Centre  is 
run,  call  or  write:  Ms.  Phyllis 
Rognvaldson,  Stony  Plain  Multicultural 
Centre,  P.O.  Box  908,  Stony  Plain, 
Alberta  TOE  2G0  (403)  963-2660. 

(originally  from  772^  Edmonton  Jour- 
nal and  reprinted  in  "Preservation  Ac- 
tion" the  Heritage  Canada  Foundation 
Newsletter. 
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Edmonton  Downtown 
Development  Corporation 


E.D.D.C. ,  under  President  Armin  A. 
Preiksaitis,  is  a  co-operative  effort  com- 
bining the  resources,  expertise  and 
leadership  of  both  the  public  and  private 
sectors  within  one  umbrella  organiza- 
tion. This  makes  it  possible  for  the 
E.D.D.C.  to  undertake  landmark  pro- 
jects that  are  in  the  public  interest  and 
contribute  to  the  revitalization  of 
downtown  Edmonton. 

The  membership  is  diverse,  represen- 
ting every  sector  of  the  city's  business 
community  but  united  in  their  commit- 
ment to  achieving  tangible  results. 

On  one  level,  the  Corporation  acts 
as  a  catalyst,  encouraging  others  to 
undertake  projects  and  supporting  them 
every  step  of  the  way.  On  another,  it 
acts  as  a  facilitator,  interfacing  with  all 
three  levels  of  government  and  with  in- 


dividuals, associations  and  businesses 
dedicated  to  downtown  initiatives. 

The  prime  role  of  the  E.D.D.C.  is 
to  work  with  private  and  public  owners 
of  lands  to  undertake  preliminary  design 
and  feasibility  work  on  projects;  assem- 
ble land;  attract  developers;  identify  op- 
portunities and  provide  assistance  with 
joint  ventures.  It  is  also  part  of  their 
mandate  to  seek  financial  and  other 
types  of  assistance  from  the  three  levels 
of  government  in  order  to  implement 
designated  "partnership  projects". 

Freed  from  the  restrictions  of  govern- 
ment bureaucracy  but  with  some 
political  accountability  they  are  able  to 
act  quickly,  be  flexible,  have  easy  ac- 
cess to  private  and  public  decision- 
makers and  employ  development  ex- 
perts independent  of  civic  restrictions. 


SPARE  Board  Members 


SPARE  (Society  for  the  Preservation 
of  Architectural  Resources  in  Edmon- 
ton) elected  a  new  slate  of  Board 
members  at  the  June  annual  meeting. 

They  include  Chris  Pickard,  Presi- 
dent; Bob  Spencer,  Past  President; 


Murray  Cann,  Vice-President;  Kathleen 
Jaster,  Recording  Secretary;  Dr.  P.J. 
Smith,  Treasurer;  Eva  Osterwoldt, 
Membership  Secretary;  Elly  de  Jongh, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  Diana 
Thomas  Kordan,  Newsletter  Editor. 
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Report  of  the  Head-Smashed-In 
Friends  Society 

display  halls  containing  artifacts  and  ex- 
hibits relating  to  the  major  themes  of 
Native  Culture  and  Archaeology  and  a 
theatre  with  audiovisual  presentations 
using  the  widest  range  of  technologies: 
smoke,  laser  light,  and  35mm  film. 

A  visitor  activity  area  with  an  em- 
phasis on  "hands-on"  participation 
which  will  help  to  give  the  visitor  the 
opportunity  to  leam  by  experience. 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  facility 
next  July,  the  site  will  offer  year-round 
interpretive/education  programs.  Until 
then,  guided  walks  will  be  available 
Wednesday  through  to  Monday  begin- 
ning in  early  May  of  1987. 

Donna  Coulter  was  nominated  in- 
terim President  of  the  Friends  Society. 

Anyone  wishing  more  information  on 
the  Society  should  contact  Donna  at 
553-4369. 


Board  Tour:  The  Foundation's  Board  of  Directors  recently  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  leam  more  about  Calgary 's  historic  architecture.  A  morning  walk 
along  Stephen  Avenue  Mall  was  followed  by  lunch  with  respresentatives  of 
the  city's  heritage  and  business  community.  An  afternoon  bus  tour  took  the 
Board  to  various  historic  buildings  and  areas  around  Calgary. 


Buffalo  Jump 

Head-Smashed-In  Buffalo  Jump  is  a 
rich  source  of  information  about  the  past 
5,700  or  more  years  of  native  cultural 
development.  It  is  such  a  fine  example 
of  the  buffalo  jump  that  it  was 
designated  a  World  Heritage  Site  by 
UNESCO  in  1981. 

The  unique  nature  of  the  site  and  a 
strong  concern  for  the  preservation  of 
the  prehistoric  record  has  placed  special 
constraints  on  all  aspects  of  site 
development.  As  a  result,  the  location 
of  the  new  Interpretive  Centre  has  been 
designed  to  avoid  destmction  of  ar- 
chaeological material  and  to  have  very 
little  visual  impact  on  the  surrounding 
area. 

Despite  these  constraints,  the  con- 
stmctiorf  of  the  Interpretive  Centre  has 
moved  ahead  on  schedule  and  it  will 
open  its  doors  to  the  public  in  the  first 
week  of  July  1987.  It  will  include  five 
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A  quest  for  historic 
and  archaeological  sites  in  the 
Coronation-Consort  Area 

Shirley  Swanson 

Regional  Rep.,  Red  Deer  Region 

A  party  of  interested  explorers  spent 
a  day  in  the  Coronation-Consort  area 
checking  hills  and  valleys  for  sites  of 
historic  and  archaeological  significance. 
Among  the  party  were  representatives 
of  Alberta  Culture  and  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation.  Those 
with  archaeological  training  were  par- 
ticularly helpful. 

Tom  Wraight  of  Coronation  first  led 
the  group  to  a  site  on  land  he  owned 
southwest  of  Coronation.  There  were 
numerous  teepee  rings  evident  there. 
Bud  Bargholz  then  directed  the  tour  to 
a  site  in  the  Battle  River  Valley 
southeast  of  Alliance  where  a  high, 
sheer  embankment  is  believed  to  have 
been  used  as  a  buffalo  jump.  There 
were  a  number  of  skulls  and  other 
bones  found  at  its  base. 

The  afternoon  tour  was  directed  by 
Art  Spencer  of  Alberta  Culture.  He  is 
an  expert  on  the  ''Hills''  and  what  is 
found  there.  He  lead  the  group  to  a  site 
of  teepee  rings  high  on  a  hill  that  gave 
an  excellent  view  of  Sounding  Lake; 
and  then  to  a  stone  effigy  of  man-rocks 
on  another  hill.  These  rocks  are  placed 
in  the  outline  of  a  man.  From  the  lichen 
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growth  on  them  they  are  thought  to 
have  been  placed  there  over  one  hun- 
dred years  ago. 

He  also  lead  the  group  to  the  rock 
mound  and  to  an  early  buffalo  pound 
in  a  steep  ravine.  This  ravine  floor  was 
littered  with  bones  left  from  slaughter- 
ing buffalo  where  Indians  had  driven 
and  trapped  them. 

Some  other  sites  taken  in  by  the 
group  included  a  cairn  that  marked  the 
location  of  a  former  school  site;  plus 
the  location  of  one  of  the  signings  of 
Treaty  No.  6  in  1876  and  the  location 
of  the  RNWMP  Post  —  both  on  the 
east  side  of  Sounding  Lake.  At  that  spot 
a  natural  amphitheater  is  formed  by  the 
gap  between  the  Nose  Hills  to  the  west 
and  the  Neutral  Hills  to  the  east.  It  was 
a  perfect  location  for  the  Big  Gap 
Roundup,  held  1917  to  1919.  A  cairn 
telling  some  of  the  history  of  the 
Neutral  Hills  is  located  along  the 
highway  through  the  Little  Gap  in  the 
Neutrals. 

Spencer,  who  is  responsible  for  the 
erection  of  the  cairns,  is  a  native  of  the 
Neutral  Hills  and  is  very  concerned  that 
anything  of  historical  significance 
should  be  preserved,  and  that  the  Hills 
remain  in  their  natural  state.  He  plans 
to  continue  to  place  markers  at  historic 
sites  in  the  areas. 


Continued  from  page  2 

base  for  the  Stevensen  Raines  Architec- 
tural drawings.  Conditional  grant. 

Alberta  Geneological  Society  —  $6,500 
for  purchase  of  computer  equipment  to 
establish  a  data  bank  for  the  Cemetery 
Recording  Project. 

65th  Carabiniers  de  Mont  Royal  Com- 
memorative Assoc. ,  Calgary  —  $2,000 
to  assist  in  purchase  of  period  uniforms. 


-V,  Books 


Main  Street  Advice 

Heritage  Canada  offers  a  series  of 
books,  video  cassettes,  newsletters, 
slide  presentations,  manuals  and  reports 
to  individuals  and  communities  in- 
terested in  learning  more  about  the  prac- 
tical role  of  historic  preservation  in  main 
street  revitalization. 

To  this  collection  they  have  now  add- 
ed "Technotes"  which  give  practical 
advice  on  subjects  of  immediate  con- 
cem  to  those  interested  in  the  tech- 
nology of  Main  Street  revitalization. 
The  notes  (four-  and  eight-page  pam- 
phlets) go  straight  to  the  heart  of  the 
problem  and  give  advice  which  can  be 
used  immediately.  They  also  offer 
technical  references  and  names  and 
addresses  of  products,  suppliers  and 
specialists.  Titles  include:  Joint 
Christmas  Promotions,  Putting  on  a 
Parade,  Creating  a  Building  File,  The 
Maintenance  of  Street  Furniture, 
Recording  Streetscapes  Photographical- 
ly, Interpretive  Tours,  and  The 
Municipal  Heritage  Advisory 
Committee. 

Anyone  interested  can  get  an  order 
form  from  The  Heritage  Canada  Foun- 
dation, 306  Metcalfe  Street,  Ottawa, 
Ontario  K2P  1S2. 


Unveiling  of  the  book 
Charles-Francois  Lirette, 
pelerin-photographe 
d  'Amerique 

A  book  about  one  of  Bonnyville's 
most  adventurous  pioneers  was  unveiled 


at  the  local  French  Cultural  Centre  on 
the  weekend  of  May  2nd,  1986. 

Charles  Lirette  was  chosen  to  be  the 
subject  of  the  project  backed  by  the 
Heritage  Franco-Albertain  because  he 
took  photographs  all  of  his  life. 

The  book  relates  the  story  of  the 
Lirette  family  from  the  time  they  left 
St.  Raymond  (Quebec)  and  came  West 
by  way  of  a  number  of  American 
States.  The  National  Museum  of  Man 
published  the  book  through  its  Cana- 
dian Centre  for  Folk  Culture  Studies  in 
its  Mercury  Collection  last  March. 

The  book  was  written  by  Mr.  Real 
Girard  in  collaboration  with  Mr.  Lean- 
dre  Lirette,  son  of  Charles-Francois, 
and  with  Jeanne  Lirette-Charron, 
(grand-daughter). 


(photo:  left  to  right:  Jeanne  Lirette- 
Charron  (co-author).  Real  Girdard  (co- 
author), Reine  Lirette-Lefebvre,  Lean- 
dre  Lirette  (co-author)  and  Elizabeth 
Lirette- Vasseur. 


Fort  Vermilion  Bicentennial 

Fort  Vermilion  and  District  plans  to 
honour  its  history,  spanning  200  years, 
1788  -  1988.  One  of  our  many  goals 
is  to  publish  a  history  book.  We  wish 
to  hear  from  former  residents  and  other 
interested  people.  Homecoming  is 
planned  for  July  29  to  August  9,  1988, 
with  the  Official  Ceremony  on  July  30. 

For  a  family  history  outline  and  other 
information,  please  contact  the  Fort 
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Vermilion  and  District  Bicentennial 
Committee,  Box  1788,  Fort  Vermilion, 
AB. ,  TOH  INO  or  call  area  code  (403) 
927-4340  or  927-3491. 

Crowsnest 
Historical  Society 

The  Crowsnest  Historical  Society  is 
planning  a  sequel  to  "Crowsnest  and 
Its  People,  Period  c.  1940  -  1980' \  We 
would  appreciate  family  stories,  poems, 
anecdotes,  and  war  service  records. 

If  you  are  a  teacher,  please  include 
the  years  you  taught,  who  you  taught 
with,  achievements,  and  interesting 
events.  Similar  items  will  be  welcom- 
ed from  professionals  and  business 
people. 

Material  will  be  welcome  from 
families  that  lived  in  the  Crowsnest  Pass 
area  extending  from  Beaver  Mines, 
Todd  Creek,  west  to  the  British  Col- 
umbia border,  and  that  did  not  submit 
a  story  for  book  1,  c.  1898  -  1940s. 

Provide  place,  date,  names  and  event 
on  the  back  of  pictures  and  if  you  want 
them  returned  to  you  please  indicate  so. 

Anticipated  publication  date  will  de- 
pend on  promptness  of  submissions. 

Contact:  Mrs.  Anne  Spatuk, 
Crowsnest  Museum,  P.O.  Box  306, 
Coleman,  Alberta  TOK  OMO.  Phone 
563-5434. 

City  of  Edmonton 
Fourth  Annual 
Historical  Essay  Competition 
1987 

Open  to  any  student  enrolled  full  time 
in  an  Edmonton  High  School. 

Prizes  for  Excellence: 
First     -  $300 
Second  —  $250 
Third    -  $200 

Entries  will  be  judged  on  their 
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historical  content  and  accuracy  and  on 
the  quality  of  research,  writing  and 
presentation.  The  Historical  Board 
reserves  the  right  to  withhold  awards 
if  no  entry  is  judged  acceptable.  Only 
neat,  typewritten  manuscripts  will  be 
considered.  Papers  must  embody  the 
student's  own  work  to  a  maximum  of 
1500  words  and  should  be  fully 
documented  with  footnotes  and  a 
separate  bibliography.  A  suitable  for- 
mat is  outlined  in  Kate  L.  Turabain's 
A  Manual  for  Writers  ofTenn  Papers, 
Tlieses  and  Dissertations. 

The  topic  for  this  year's  essay  is 

"WATERWAY'S  IN  EDMONTON 
TO  1918" 

The  essay  should  identify  the  Ed- 
monton Waterways,  who  used  them, 
how,  and  for  what  purpose. 

The  paper  should  include  a 
biographical  sketch  of  a  person  or  group 
whose  contribution  to  Edmonton  history 
before  1918  was  significant. 

The  purpose  of  the  essay  is  to  add 
to  our  understanding  of,  and  the  ap- 
preciation for  our  city's  history  and  the 
people  who  made  it. 

All  entries  should  be  submitted  to  the 
City  Archives,  10105  -  112  Avenue, 
T5G  OH  1  and  marked  for  the  attention 
of  the  Historical  Essay  Committee. 
Papers  must  be  in  no  later  than  April 
30th,  1987.  Winners  will  be  notified  by 
June  15th  and  the  prizes  will  be  award- 
ed at  the  annual  Historical  Awards  Ban- 
quet held  in  Fort  Edmonton  during 
September. 

AH  papers  submitted  become  the  pro- 
perty and  copyright  of  the  Edmonton 
Historical  Board.  No  papers  will  be 
returned. 

Further  information  may  be  obtain- 
ed by  contacting  the  City  Archives, 
10105  -  112  Avenue,  Edmonton. 
Telephone  479-2069. 


Calendar 
of  Events 

-  1987 


Chinook  Country  Chapter 
of  the  Historical  Society 
of  Alberta 


All  programs 
Library:  1221 
Calgary. 


at  Memorial  Park 
-  2nd  Street  S.W., 


January  20 
8:00  p.m. 
Chief  John  Snow 
These  Mountains  are  Sacred: 
The  Story  of  the  Stoney  Indians 


Febmary  17 
8:00  p.m. 

Peter  Bargen,  John  Guy 
Conscientious  Objectors  To  War 

March  17 
8:00  p.m. 

Heather  Foran,  Elise  Corbet 
Those  Who  Made  A  Difference: 
Calgary's  Early  Working  Women 

April  21 
8:00  p.m. 
Darlene  Zdunich 

Tuberculosis  and  Veterans  of  World 
War  I 


Your  Cornerstone 
Mailing  Label 

Along  with  your  name  and  address, 
The  Cornerstone  mailing  label  carries 
several  other  pieces  of  information.  It 
may  be  useful  for  you  to  know  about  it. 

Check  the  last  two  digits  on  the  top 
line  of  the  mailing  label.  If  it  says  "86" 
it  means  that  your  membership  at  the 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Founda- 
tion is  fully  paid  to  the  end  of  1986. 
(By  checking  that  label  from  time  to 
time  you  will  know  when  to  renew  your 
membership). 

For  your  interest,  the  other  informa- 
tion on  that  top  line  means  the 
following: 

•  first  four  digits  are  your  membership 
number. 

•  the  next  digit  between  one  and  six 
indicates  the  type  of  membership 


(family,  individual,  association, 
municipality,  etc.) 

•  the  next  letter,  R,  G,  X,  etc.  indicates 
membership  category. 

•  the  last  letter  before  the  year  of  your 
membership  (G,  O)  indicates  the  way 
your  copy  of  The  Cornerstone  is  to 
be  delivered. 


Gallery  Available 

The  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  has  space  available  in  their 
gallery  for  showings  in  1987.  The 
Gallery  is  located  in  the  Foundation's 
main  office  at  102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E., 
Calgary. 

It  offers  bright  airy  space  in  a  cheer- 
ful, intimate  environment.  Alberta  art- 
ists who  are  interested  can  contact 
Dorothy  Famish  at  the  Foundation, 
297-7320. 
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